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Is there valuable content in theses? 

 “Anything worthwhile in a thesis would have been published separately anyway.” 

-- bioscience researcher
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UK PhD theses

• Cutting edge research

• Not published elsewhere

• Traditional y book, now usual y e-

• PDF – but new forms emerging

• 20,000 / year

• 300 pages each

• 6m pages of unique research every year
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EThOS – e-theses online service www.bl.uk
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UK thesis collection & EThOS

http://ethos.bl.uk
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Theses by Date

1%

12%

Pre-20th Century

1900-1949

54%

1950-1979

33%

1980-1999

2000-2016

www.bl.uk

7



Theses by Subject
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TDM examples
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Alzheimer’s Society report

http://

www.rand.org/randeurope/research/projects/mapping-uk-dem

entia-research-landscape.html

w
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TDM case study - Alzheimer’s Society & RAND Europe

Mapping the UK’s Dementia 

Research Landscape

- Workforce pipeline

- Tracked PhD to senior 

research

- 1/5 dementia PhD graduates 

remain in dementia research

- 70% leave dementia research within 4 years of completing 

PhD

- Used EThOS metadata to 

analyse trends

http://britishlibrary.typepad.co.uk/science/2015/09/a-novel-use-of-phd-data.html www.bl.uk
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Dementia search terms

• Alzheimer’s 

• Dementia

• Cognitive impairment

• Mixed dementia 

• Early onset dementia

• Vascular dementia

• Lewy bodies (Dementia with Lewy bodies)

• Frontotemporal dementia

• Posterior Cortical Atrophy

• Familial dementia

• Creutzfeldt Jakob

• Korsakoff’s syndrome

• Cognitive impairment

• Supranuclear palsy

• Binswanger’s

• Multiple sclerosis

• Motor neurone disease

• Parkinson’s

• Huntington’s

www.bl.uk
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FLAX Interactive Language Learning

• http://flax.nzdl.org/greenstone3/flax?a=fp&sa=library

• Article - 

http://www.journals.elsevier.com/learning-culture-and-social-interaction

/

ww w.bl.uk
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TDM case study – FLAX interactive language learning

• Model writing at research level; domain-specific texts; co-located phrases

• Auto extraction & re-use for language learning

• Used EThOS metadata abstracts

• University of Waikato & Queen Mary, London www.bl.uk
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Metadata or full text theses? 

Metadata

Full texts

 Content

400,000 records

130,000 theses

Data

- Digitised from print

 Format

- E-born

 File format

Xml or Excel

PDF, .wav, .mov …

- Harvest via OAI-PMH

- Download from EThOS or other Access

- Supplied data

repository

- Supplied with permissions

 Rights

In the public domain

Rights holders

www.bl.uk
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TDM case study – National Compound Collection

• Are there useful molecules in PhD 

theses? 

• Extract the compounds; re-draw in ChemDraw; input into ChemSpider

• Bristol Uni & Royal Society Chemistry

• Manual pilot – could process be automated? 

• Used theses “likely to reveal new compounds” 

• 47k compounds discovered (50% new) www.bl.uk
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Data collection

Theses

Open Access Database

Molecular Structures

> 45,000 

compounds

Data 

Collectors

N-(3,5-Dinitrophenyl)-2-[(5-methyl-3,4-diphenyl-1H-pyrrol-2-yl)carbonyl]hydrazinecarboxamide Louise Sarah Evans, University of Southampton, 2006

www.bl.uk
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EThOS – http://ethos.bl.uk 

• Metadata for al  UK doctoral (PhD) theses

• 430,000 records

• Top quality, accurate, consistent, unduplicated metadata

• Unique research, often not published elsewhere, cutting edge

• Data includes:

– Author, title, year, university name

– Abstracts (for 40%)

– Supervisor names, funder/sponsor body

– A few DOI and ORCiD identifiers

– Subject discipline. 

www.bl.uk
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Summary - EThOS data available

• Excel or XML via OAI-PMH harvest: http://simba.cs.uct.ac.za/~

ethos/cgi-bin/OAI-XMLFile-2.21/XMLFile/ethos/oai.pl 

• Data.bl.uk (coming soon)

www.bl.uk
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Thank you

Sara.Gould@bl.uk

ethos.bl.uk 

www.bl.uk
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EXETER

Title: The figure of the child in the novels of Thomas Hardy
Author: Pearce, Jessica Louise
Awarding Body: University of Exeter

Current Insti University of Exeter

Date of Award: 2010

Access through EThOS:

Access through Institution

Abstract:

This study looks at the figure of the child in the novels of Thomas Hardy. It argues that Hardy. in his various presentations of the child, draws
on mythologies generated by the figure of the child in the nineteenth century. The introduction describes the existence and proliferation of
these mythologies during the time in which Hardy was wiiting. It summarizes representations of the child in history. science and literature,
and reviews existing critical lterature on the topic. The study comprises six chapters. The first looks at babies and young children, the second
at Jude the Obscure, the third at Tess of the D'Urbenviles, the fourth at pregnant women and the fifth at the child within the family unit. The
final chapter uses close reading to provide a re-evaluation of two of Hardy's ‘minor’ novels. Each chapter draws on specific historical contexts
to reveal different aspects of the child myth. The study as a whole looks at the different ways in which Hardy uses the myth. At times he
participates in it, or appears to, while at others he exposes it. or employs it to expose class and gender divisions in nineteenth century
society. Ultimately. Hardy acknowledges the power of the child myth in literature and in society. while simultaneously recognising it as a
fallacy that is both inaccurate and dangerous.

Super Pearson, Maeve : Richardson, Angelique Sponsor: Not available
Qualification Name:  Thesis (Ph.D.) Qualification Level: Doctoral
EThOS ID: uk bl ethos 518072 Dol: Not available
Keywords: Hardy, Thomas : Child
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Terms and Conditons | Notice and Takedown Policy | Privacy Polcy | Stemap





index-18_1.png
LIBRARY
HSILIYg





index-7_1.png
LIBRARY
HSILIYg





index-17_4.png





index-6_2.png
% of records and full texts, 1995 - 2014

W EThOS record and access
to FT

1 EThOS record and no full
text

® No EThOS record






index-20_1.png
LIBRARY
HSILIYg





index-9_1.png
LIBRARY
HSILIYg





index-19_1.png
LIBRARY
HSILIYg





index-8_1.png
LIBRARY
HSILIYg





index-15_1.png
LIBRARY
HSILIYg





index-14_2.png
W @ (Bl AReview of the Dementiz x | Jlll A Review of the Dementi= X ! [ British Library EThOS:

s %) M browse x S (el

€« C i | [ flaxnzdl.org/greenstone3/flaxjsessionid=A452A110AAAIEIOEIA3120311022BFEC?a=baut=r&s=ClassifierBrowse&icl=CL1&c=flaxc383&if=flax

Apps Fe Bookmarks BB Free Hotmail (3] Imported From I [} Brtish Libary ETHO... ] Inranet Home (® Welcome to Ulocki.. [ EThOS AdminLogin [3 NewTsb {] Google Scholar [} Ethos DEVsite  »
/| WV N
1 flax \ \\\\\(L Al SN

T e e iy Gomes  Germlemt | amen

Law PhD Thesis Abstracts

About Collection  Search |[BRBWSEN Activities Collocations — Wordlist & My Cherry Basket

M Browse Documents by Title

B so pw Advanced

« Boys to men: growing up and doing time in an English young offender institution (Advanced)
« Can a legal theory of ‘vulnerability in employment’ be constructed and does it represent a valid organising principle for the regulation of
precarious work? (Advanced)
« Consensual exploitation - the moral wrong in exploitation and legal restrictions on consensual exploitative transactions. (Advanced)
The Corporate Governance Reform of State-owned Commercial Banks in China. (Advanced)
Court of Justice of the European Union as a democratic forum. (Advanced)
Criminalising identity theft - a comparative study of Barbados, England and Australia. (Advanced)
A critical analysis of the current approach of the courts and academics to the problem of evidential uncertainty in causation in tort law
(Advanced)
« Cyber Piracy: Can File Sharing be Regulated without Impeding the Digital Revolution? (Advanced)
« Dispute settlement and the establishment of the continental shelf beyond 200 nautical miles. (Advanced)
« Do organisations in the UK have a legal right to implement Data Loss Prevention technology with respect to employee’s personal devices?
(Advanced)
« The effectiveness of local government regulation of the taxi trade (Advanced)
« European Corporate Insolvency Law: an analysis of the corporate rescue laws of France, Greece and the United Kingdom. (Advanced)

« European Union as an emerging international military actor and its legal relationship with UN Security Council resolutions (Advanced)

« Evaluating criminal justice interventions in the field of domestic violence: a realist approach (Advanced)

« The exceptions to the principle of autonomy of documentary credits (Advanced)

« External participation in the EU environmental decision-making process through the EU established instruments (Advanced)

« Free will, punishment and criminal responsibility. (Advanced)

« From law to faith - letting go of secret trusts. (Advanced)

« The Future of the Small Software Firm: A Case for the Proper Balance of Laws Protecting Software and Competition. (Advanced) -






index-16_1.png
LIBRARY
HSILIYg





index-11_1.png
LIBRARY
HSILIYg





index-12_1.png
LIBRARY
HSILIYg





index-11_2.jpg
N B AReviewof the Dem x /Il A Review of the Der X \ [J Britsh Library EThOS  { [} Britsh Library EThOS  { P ISNI 0000000133921 X  New Tab X\ & -
\_reports/RR1100/RR1186/RAND_RR1186.pdf Q=

App: He Bookmarks B Free Hotmail (] Imported From I€  [3 Britsh Library €1h0... ] Intranet Home (@) Welcome to Unlocki.. [ EThOS AdminLogin [ NewTsb Fi] Google Scholsr [} Ethos DEVste  »

G f [ wwworand.org/content/dam/

d/pubs/researd

30f22] A v |
A Review of the Dementia Research Landscape and Workforce Capacity in the United . 57 / 116 o2z *

Tracking the careers of doctoral graduates in dementia research 35

Figure 16. Number of theses published over time (and indexed in the EThOS database) overall, and in
dementia, cancer, CHD and stroke.

2,500 - 80,000
= 70,000
- 60,000
- 50,000
- 40,000

- 30,000

Al theses in Ethos

- 20,000

Number of theses related to each disease area

- 10,000

0
pre-

Dementia 16

Cancer
cHD 36
Stroke 7
Al Ethos theses | 41481

Source: EThOS at the British Library.

Aalr B






index-13_1.png
LIBRARY
HSILIYg





index-12_2.jpg





index-14_1.png
LIBRARY
HSILIYg





index-13_2.jpg
et

€ O T — e e R ] | 1 Mapping he UK Dement] 2 Serch <o % 8
x Google | flax leangauag - seren - | i s | More 0 B swaoula~ R -
- n
/| Nl NSt
J 5 f
1 flax v il i
interactive language learning library  demos downloads  about

Law PhD Thesis Abstracts

About Collection Search Browse Activities Collocations Wordlist & My Cherry Basket

M Browse Collocations in Collection

a b cdefghijklmmnowpagrstuv wy Toploo

M Top 100 collocations

[T TIIGE] | Adjective+Noun (100) | Noun-+of+Noun (100) || Verb+Noun (100) || Verb+Preposition+Noun (100) | Adjective+to+Verb (22) |
{jective+Preposition+Noun (37)

tax law (10)
identity theft 6)
tax avoidance (6)
stem cell lines (6
documentary credits (5)
thesis analyses (4)
interface norms (4)

- jury independence (4)
file sharing (4
rights law (4)
negligence manslaughter (4)

child protection proceedings (4)

PHLHLHHLHLLHHLLLH S

child maltreatment (4)






index-20_3.png
LIBRARY
HSILIYg





index-9_3.png
LIBRARY
HSILIYg





index-20_2.png





index-9_2.png





index-10_2.jpg
(' ‘g B 2/ rand.orgrandeuropelresearchy projects/mapping-uk-dementia-research-landsc £ ~ G || [] Bl Intrane: Home | B8 Mapping the Uk Dementi

x Google Seatch ~ || & Share | More» Sora Gould » A, +

AND
coRPORATION RESEARCH~ LATESTINSIGHTS~ POLICY EXPERTS~ CAPABILITIES~ GRADUATE SCHOOL -

RAND EUROPE 2

RAND > RAND Europe > Research > Projects

[ »*

Mapping the UK’s Dementia Research Ml
Landscape and Workforce Capacity eSSt LedEr

Sonja
Marjanovic s

L=
 f]

aresearch

Background

According to a recent report from the Global
Observatory for Ageing and Dementia Care, the
number of people with dementia worldwide will
rise from 36 million in 2010 to 115m in 2050. In the
UK, the Alzheimer’s Society has estimated that
one in 14 people over age 65 currently have

leader at
RAND Europe
Her work

focuses on health research
system strengthening, multi-
stakeholder collaboration in the
health sector, capacity building,
open-innovation and dementia
innovation systems.Recent
projects include studies and
evaluations of R&D...

S ] Mty tephen Magth Welcome OO
Several governments, including the UK

government, have announced commitments to increase funding for dementia research
and innovation, with a goal to find a treatment or cure, and to improve the management
of the condition through the way health and social care is delivered. It is vital that this
funding be allocated effectively, building on existing strengths and targeting research

gaps.

= = "5

1.1,

Ol W

12

15/03/2016 |






index-10_1.png
LIBRARY
HSILIYg





index-1_1.png
LIBRARY
HSILIYg





index-2_1.png
LIBRARY
HSILIYg





index-1_2.jpg





index-3_2.jpg





index-3_1.png
LIBRARY
HSILIYg





index-4_2.jpg
@ Brish Libroy ETROS - Search and order these onlin - Google Chrome

=

C ft [ ethos.bl.uk/Home.do

Apps e Bookmarks

BRITISH

Advyan

EThOS
e-theses online service

Basic search  Advanced search - Search resuits

ez Hotmail (7 Imported From £ [} riseh Library ETAOS

] Intranet Home (@) Welcome to Unlocki

Login Register | About Help FAQ |y Follow.

Search EThOS

Search over 400,000 doctoral theses. Download instantly for your research, or order a scanned copy quickly and easily.

GO,

Limit search to items available for immediate download from EThOS or the Institution:

Canit find the thesis you want? Click here to ask our experts

M

More about EThOS:

» Participating instiutions
» Resources in the EThOS Toolkit
» OALPMH harvesting

"A wealth of data is buried in
theses which can shed light on
very interesting areas..."

Find outhow three researchers flom the Universities of Manchester,
Piymouth and Glasgow have used EThOS to help their research.

Find out more

Other Services from the British Library:

» Document supply website
» Brtish Library blogs
» Signupto our nes

[ £Th0S Admin Login [} NewTab

Google Scholar

[ Ethos DEV site





index-4_1.png
LIBRARY
HSILIYg





index-5_1.png
LIBRARY
HSILIYg





