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Open access: 
What's in there for 
me? 



http://www.fosteropenscience.eu 

http://www.fosteropenscience.eu/


Challenges trying to access current 
research output (e.g. Access denied...)

Challenges publishing your 
articles/disseminating your research 
output 



Open access



Technology enabled 
networking & 
collaboration
Over 35% of articles published in journals are 
based on international collaboration 
(compared with 25% 15 years ago)

Science is increasingly interdisciplinary

Novel communication technologies permit 
modes of interaction that exploit the collective 
intelligence of the scientific community





“It felt like the difference 
between driving a car 
and pushing it” (Tim 
Gowers)



Open access (OA) is free, 
immediate, online access to 
the results of research, 
coupled with the right to use 
those results in new and 
innovative ways



OA for researchers

increased visibility

usage

and impact for their work

new contacts and research partnerships



OA for research institutions

publicises institution's research strengths

complete record of the research output in 
easily accessible form

new tools to manage institution's impact 



OA for publishers

increased readership and citations 

increased visibility and impact

the best possible dissemination service for 
research 









Strategies to 
achieve OA



OA journals



doaj.org







800+ scholarly societies 
embraced OA

(Peter Suber & Caroline Sutton)



OA 
monographs



www.doabooks.org







OA 
repositories







opendoar.org







www.base-search.net









www.dart-europe.eu









What do you 
use to search for 

OA research 
output?



European 
Commission

As of April 2014, more than 
50% of the scientific papers 
published in 2007, 2008, 2009,

2010, 2011, and 2012 can be 
downloaded for free on the 
Internet. 

(Proportion of Open Access 
Papers Published in Peer-
Reviewed Journals at the 
European and World Levels—
1996–2013: 
http://www.science-metrix.com
/en/publications/reports#/en/
publications/reports/proporti
on-of-open-access-papers-publ
ished-in-peer-reviewed-journa
ls-at-the)  

http://www.science-metrix.com/en/publications/reports#/en/publications/reports/proportion-of-open-access-papers-published-in-peer-reviewed-journals-at-the
http://www.science-metrix.com/en/publications/reports#/en/publications/reports/proportion-of-open-access-papers-published-in-peer-reviewed-journals-at-the
http://www.science-metrix.com/en/publications/reports#/en/publications/reports/proportion-of-open-access-papers-published-in-peer-reviewed-journals-at-the
http://www.science-metrix.com/en/publications/reports#/en/publications/reports/proportion-of-open-access-papers-published-in-peer-reviewed-journals-at-the
http://www.science-metrix.com/en/publications/reports#/en/publications/reports/proportion-of-open-access-papers-published-in-peer-reviewed-journals-at-the
http://www.science-metrix.com/en/publications/reports#/en/publications/reports/proportion-of-open-access-papers-published-in-peer-reviewed-journals-at-the


https://openaccessbutton.org/ 

https://openaccessbutton.org/


https://openaccessbutton.org/ 

https://openaccessbutton.org/


OA policies







publishes in OA journals

or in journals that sell subscriptions 
and also offer the possibility of making 
individual articles openly accessible 
(hybrid journals)

publishes in subscriptions journals

deposits a machine-readable e-copy of 
the published version/a final peer-
reviewed manuscript accepted for 
publication in institutional/subject-
based/Zenodo repository as soon as 
possible and at the latest on 
publication

ensures open access via the repository 
within six months of publication (12 
months for publications in the social 
sciences & humanities)

deposits as soon as possible and at 
the latest on publication, if an 
electronic version is available for free 
via the publisher
 





openaire.eu





zenodo.org





OA benefits for researchers

Distribution and usage
● Immediate access to your research output 
for everyone upon official publication

● More visibility and usage
● Immediate impact of your work
● Intensification of research through fast 
dissemination and use of research;

● Possibly a citation advantage as well 





OA benefits for researchers (2)

Plus:
● Monitoring of your research output
● Preservation of your research output by 
your library

● Keeping your rights instead of signing 
them away



Discussions & Recommendations
Ten years on from the Budapest 
OA Initiative: Setting the default 
to open 



On policy
Every institution of higher education 
should have a policy assuring that 
peer-reviewed versions of all future 
scholarly articles by faculty 
members are deposited in the 
institution’s designated repository



On policy (2)
University policies should respect faculty 
freedom to submit new work to the journals of 
their choice.

University policies should encourage but not 
require publication in OA journals, and should 
help faculty understand the difference between 
depositing in an OA repository and publishing in 
an OA journal.



On policy (3)
Every institution of higher education offering 
advanced degrees should have a policy 
assuring that future theses and dissertations 
are deposited upon acceptance in the 
institution's OA repository. At the request of 
students who want to publish their work, or seek 
a patent on a patentable discovery, policies 
should grant reasonable delays rather than 
permanent exemptions.



On policy (4)

Every research funding agency, public 
or private, should have a policy assuring 
that peer-reviewed versions of all future 
scholarly articles reporting funded 
research are deposited in a suitable 
repository and made OA as soon as 
practicable.



On policy (5)

Universities with institutional 
repositories should require deposit 
in the repository for all research 
articles to be considered for 
promotion, tenure, or other forms 
of internal assessment and review.



On policy (6)
Insofar as universities, funding agencies, 
and research assessment programs need 
to measure the impact of individual 
articles, they should use article-level 
metrics, not journal-level metrics



Impact and 
metrics





impactstory.org













It has become more important where 
to publish than what to publish



The Journal Impact Factor (IF) is 
frequently used as the primary parameter 
with which to compare the scientific 
output of individuals and institutions. 

The IF, as calculated by Thomson 
Reuters, was originally created as a tool 
to help librarians identify journals to 
purchase, not as a measure of the 
scientific quality of research in an article. 

The IF has a number of well-documented 
deficiencies as a tool for research 
assessment. 





1. Do not use journal-based metrics, 
such as Journal Impact Factors, as a 
surrogate measure of the quality of 
individual research articles, to assess 
an individual scientist's contributions, or 
in hiring, promotion, or funding 
decisions.

The San Francisco Declaration on 
Research Assessment (DORA)

http://am.ascb.org/dora/ 

http://am.ascb.org/dora/




Funders and universities, too, have a 
role to play. They must tell the 
committees that decide on grants and 
positions not to judge papers by where 
they are published. It is the quality of 
the science, not the journal's brand, 
that matters. 

(How journals like Nature, Cell and 
Science are damaging science by     
Randy Schekman: 
http://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2013/dec/09/how-journals-nature-science-cell-damage-science 



“My personal belief is that we should be 
focusing on developing effective and 
diverse measures of the re-use of 
research outputs. By measuring use 
rather than merely prestige we can go much 
of the way of delivering on the so-called 
impact agenda, optimizing our use of public 
funds to generate outcomes but while 
retaining some say over the types of 
outcomes that are important and what time-
frames they are measured over.”
Cameron Neylon: Warning: Misusing the journal 
impact factor can damage your science! 
http://bit.ly/cbK2DK  

http://bit.ly/cbK2DK


re-use in research

re-use in education

re-use in public health

re-use in policy development &  enactment

re-use in industry

Cameron Neylon: (S)low impact research 
and the importance of open in maximising 
re-use



Questions?
Comments?



Copyright



Legal basis: Two 
options
1. Seek permission from publishers, and only 
distribute OA copies when succeed in obtaining 
it. 

2. Ask faculty to retain the right to provide OA 
on the university's terms (and grant the 
university non-exclusive permission to provide 
that OA), even if faculty transfer all their other 
rights to publishers. 



Practical guidance when 
submitting journal 
articles

In order to maximize the value of the research you 
produce in digital environment, it is important for 
you to take an active role in managing the 
copyrights to your work.

Copyright protection is automatic (at the moment 
the copyrighted work has been “fixed in a tangible 
medium,” such as when a written work has been 
saved on a computer's hard drive or printed).

(From SPARC Introduction to Copyright Resources:  
http://bit.ly/mRHQHT) 

http://bit.ly/mRHQHT


Practical guidance (2)

When you publish in a journal you are typically 
asked by the publisher to sign a copyright transfer 
agreement, or contract, that describes the 
assignment of various rights to the publisher. 

Assigning your rights matters.  

The copyright holder controls the work. 

Transferring copyright doesn’t have to be all or 
nothing.
(From Author Rights: Using the SPARC Author Addendum to 
secure your rights as the author of a journal article 
http://bit.ly/cezf0w) 

http://bit.ly/cezf0w


A balanced 
approach

Authors: Retain the rights you want. Use 
and develop your own work without 
restriction. Increase access for education 
and research. Receive proper attribution 
when your work is used. If you choose, 
deposit your work in an open online archive 
where it will be permanently and openly 
accessible. 
(From http://bit.ly/cezf0w) 

http://bit.ly/cezf0w


A balanced approach 
(2)

Publishers: Obtain a non-exclusive right to 
publish and distribute a work and receive 
a financial return. Receive proper 
attribution and citation as journal of first 
publication. Migrate the work to future 
formats and include it in collections. 
(From http://bit.ly/cezf0w) 

http://bit.ly/cezf0w


Securing your rights 

1. The SPARC Author's Addendum preserves rights 
for broader use of your research: 
http://scholars.sciencecommons.org 

2. If your research is funded by the donor with an 
open access mandate, the donor usually offers 
language that modifies a publisher's copyright 
agreement to give you the rights to follow donor's 
open access policy. 

(From SPARC Introduction to Copyright Resources: 
http://bit.ly/mRHQHT) 

http://scholars.sciencecommons.org/
http://bit.ly/mRHQHT






Creative 
Commons 
licenses



creativecommons.org









https://creativecommons.org/choose/ 

https://creativecommons.org/choose/


Questions?
Comments?



What students can 
do
Use OA research (find and use OA journals 
and OA repositories in your field)

Share your work: Writing an article for a 
scholarly journal? Working on your thesis or 
dissertation? Are you the editor of a student 
journal? Gain more exposure of your work 
and ideas



What students can 
do (2)
Submit your research articles to OA journals, 
when there are appropriate OA journals in your 
field. 

Deposit your research output in an OA 
repository. 

When asked by a colleague to send a copy of 
one of your articles, self-archive the article 
instead (see above). (Peter Suber)



What students can 
do (3)
Ask journals to let you retain the rights 
you need to consent to OA.

Deposit your data files in an OA 
repositories along with the articles built 
on them. 

Negotiate with conventional journals of 
experimenting with OA. (Peter Suber)



What students can 
do (4)
Take action for OA on your campus 
(organize an event on campus, pass a 
resolution in your student government, or 
ask your student organization to support OA

Show your support: Tell the word your 
want OA to research



What students can 
do (5)
From this morning's EFPSA Member Representatives 
meeting:

- hosting a student conference/training/workshops – how 
to...; 

- creating a collection of useful links on members 
organization's webpage;

- promoting OA at universities (include professors & 
librarians)

- setting up an OA group on Facebook for students;

- using JEPS – good example/possibility 



What students can 
do (6)
From this morning's EFPSA Member Representatives 
meeting:

- creating an OA promotional website + how to... “Have u 
ever been denied access to an article?”;

- using social networking & social media to promote OA;

-  talking about OA; 

- writing something for the local newsletter;

-  designing a model presentation for students/lecturers



“Michael Faraday’s advice to his junior colleague to: 
“Work. Finish. Publish.” needs to be revised. It 
shouldn’t be enough to publish a paper anymore. If we 
want open science to flourish, we should raise our 
expectations to: “Work. Finish. Publish. Release.” 
That is, your research shouldn’t be considered 
complete until the data and meta-data is put up on 
the web for other people to use, until the code is 
documented and released, and until the comments 
start coming in to your blog post announcing the 
paper. If our general expectations of what it means to 
complete a project are raised to this level, the 
scientific community will start doing these activities as 
a matter of course.” (What, exactly, is Open Science? by 
Dan Gezelter: http://www.openscience.org/blog/?p=269) 

http://www.openscience.org/blog/?p=269


Sharing http://xkcd.com/1228/ 

http://xkcd.com/1228/


Questions?
Comments?



Funding 
opportunities



What would 
you like to do?



Thank you!

Questions?

iryna.kuchma@eifl.net 

http://www.fosteropenscience.eu/ 

http://www.fosteropenscience.eu/
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