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Introduction

Your name,

University/college/school,

Have you had any experience of open 
access publications? Have you already 
published an academic article in the 
open access (OA) journal or deposited 
your research output in OA repository?



http://www.fosteropenscience.eu 

http://www.fosteropenscience.eu/




“Once upon a time, there was a planet 
much like our own. Billions of people 
lived on it, and they all needed food. 
Many people had time-consuming jobs 
that prevented them from growing 
their own, but most of them were able 
to eat because there were farmers.”

http://www.theguardian.com/science/blog/2012/feb/10/parable-farmers-teleporting-duplicator 

http://www.theguardian.com/science/blog/2012/feb/10/parable-farmers-teleporting-duplicator


“The farmers grew food for everyone, 
and it was carried around the world by 
distributors. Although each farmer only 
grew one kind of food, they were able 
to eat many different foods, because 
every farmer had access to what others 
produced.”

http://www.theguardian.com/science/blog/2012/feb/10/parable-farmers-teleporting-duplicator 

http://www.theguardian.com/science/blog/2012/feb/10/parable-farmers-teleporting-duplicator


“The distributors were keen to ensure 
the quality of the food they 
distributed, so they set up a system 
where farmers reviewed each others' 
food, rejecting any that wasn't good 
enough. Some distributors were 
considered better than others, because 
they rejected more of the food that 
farmers gave them, distributing only 
the very finest.”

http://www.theguardian.com/science/blog/2012/feb/10/parable-farmers-teleporting-duplicator 

http://www.theguardian.com/science/blog/2012/feb/10/parable-farmers-teleporting-duplicator




“One day, a wizard invented a marvellous 
machine that allowed food to be 
teleported almost instantly from one 
place to another. More amazing still, the 
food would still be in the first place as 
well as the second. The same food could 
then be teleported to a third place, and a 
fourth – as many as you liked. Not only 
was the Teleporting Duplicator an 
astonishing machine, it was also very 
cheap. Soon, millions of people all over 
the world had them.”
http://www.theguardian.com/science/blog/2012/feb/10/parable-farmers-teleporting-duplicator 

http://www.theguardian.com/science/blog/2012/feb/10/parable-farmers-teleporting-duplicator


“"Wait a minute," said the distributors, 
"what about us? We're a valuable part 
of the supply chain. We add value. It 
would be much better if we continued 
to distribute food the old way, with 
trains and ships."”

http://www.theguardian.com/science/blog/2012/feb/10/parable-farmers-teleporting-duplicator 

http://www.theguardian.com/science/blog/2012/feb/10/parable-farmers-teleporting-duplicator


“"You can't just cut us out of the food 
distribution process", they said. "It 
would be much better if farmers and 
ordinary people were not allowed to 
operate Teleporting Duplicators. We'll 
operate them for everyone, and sell 
the duplicated food."”

http://www.theguardian.com/science/blog/2012/feb/10/parable-farmers-teleporting-duplicator 

http://www.theguardian.com/science/blog/2012/feb/10/parable-farmers-teleporting-duplicator


“Some of the farmers were angry about 
this. "We have a way to distribute food 
now," they said. "It's fast and cheap. 
Now that our food can be freely 
duplicated, it would be wrong to limit 
access by letting you charge a fee for 
it. Food isn't scarce any more: it has 
great value but very little cost. We 
have to pass that value on to the 
world."”

http://www.theguardian.com/science/blog/2012/feb/10/parable-farmers-teleporting-duplicator 

http://www.theguardian.com/science/blog/2012/feb/10/parable-farmers-teleporting-duplicator


“When people do not have access to 
food they die quickly. When they don't 
have access to science they die more 
slowly.”

http://www.theguardian.com/science/blog/2012/feb/10/parable-farmers-teleporting-duplicator 

http://www.theguardian.com/science/blog/2012/feb/10/parable-farmers-teleporting-duplicator


Does this reminds you 
of something?



What challenges did you have trying to 
access current research output?

What challenges did you have 
publishing your articles/disseminating 
your research output? 



Open access



Technology enabled 
networking & 
collaboration
Over 35% of articles published in journals are 
based on international collaboration 
(compared with 25% 15 years ago)

Science is increasingly interdisciplinary

Novel communication technologies permit 
modes of interaction that exploit the collective 
intelligence of the scientific community





“It felt like the difference 
between driving a car 
and pushing it” (Tim 
Gowers)



Open access (OA) is free, 
immediate, online access to 
the results of research, 
coupled with the right to use 
those results in new and 
innovative ways



OA for researchers

increased visibility

usage

and impact for their work

new contacts and research partnerships



OA for research institutions

publicises institution's research strengths

complete record of the research output in 
easily accessible form

new tools to manage institution's impact 



OA for publishers

increased readership and citations 

increased visibility and impact

the best possible dissemination service for 
research 









Strategies to 
achieve OA



OA journals



doaj.org







800+ scholarly societies 
embraced OA

(Peter Suber & Caroline Sutton)



OA 
monographs



www.doabooks.org







OA 
repositories







opendoar.org







www.base-search.net









www.dart-europe.eu









What do you 
use to search for 

OA research 
output?



https://openaccessbutton.org/ 

https://openaccessbutton.org/


https://openaccessbutton.org/ 

https://openaccessbutton.org/


OA repository 
(cont.)







OA repositories

FOSS to set up, free technical support.

Low installation and maintenance costs, 
quick to set up and gain benefits.

Institutions can mandate OA, speeding 
development.  



European 
Commission

As of April 2014, more than 
50% of the scientific papers 
published in 2007, 2008, 2009,
2010, 2011, and 2012 can be 
downloaded for free on the 
Internet. 
(Proportion of Open Access 
Papers Published in Peer-
Reviewed Journals at the 
European and World Levels—
1996–2013: 
http://www.science-metrix.com
/en/publications/reports#/en/
publications/reports/proporti
on-of-open-access-papers-publ
ished-in-peer-reviewed-journa
ls-at-the)  

http://www.science-metrix.com/en/publications/reports#/en/publications/reports/proportion-of-open-access-papers-published-in-peer-reviewed-journals-at-the
http://www.science-metrix.com/en/publications/reports#/en/publications/reports/proportion-of-open-access-papers-published-in-peer-reviewed-journals-at-the
http://www.science-metrix.com/en/publications/reports#/en/publications/reports/proportion-of-open-access-papers-published-in-peer-reviewed-journals-at-the
http://www.science-metrix.com/en/publications/reports#/en/publications/reports/proportion-of-open-access-papers-published-in-peer-reviewed-journals-at-the
http://www.science-metrix.com/en/publications/reports#/en/publications/reports/proportion-of-open-access-papers-published-in-peer-reviewed-journals-at-the
http://www.science-metrix.com/en/publications/reports#/en/publications/reports/proportion-of-open-access-papers-published-in-peer-reviewed-journals-at-the


Questions?
Comments?



OA policies





@bernardrentier: 

- University that doesn't know what 
papers its faculty publishes is like a 
factory that doesn't know what it produces

- An empty repository is useless; a partly 
filled repository is partly useless; there is 
a need for an institutional OA policy



@bernardrentier: 

- Don't impose, just inform researchers 
that only publications in the repository will 
be considered for evaluation

- Mandate, keep authors at the core, 
communicate permanently, be coherent, 
reduce constraints

- @ORBi_ULg – a personal workspace, 
provides statistics and has a widget to 
generate publications lists – content in 
personal/faculties webpages







Máire Geoghegan-Quinn, European 
Commissioner for Research, Innovation & 
Science: “Putting research results in 
the public sphere makes science 
better & strengthens our knowledge-
based economy. The European 
taxpayer should not have to pay twice 
for publicly funded research. That is 
why we have made OA to publications 
the default setting for Horizon 2020, 
the EU research & innovation funding 
programme." 



publishes in OA journals

or in journals that sell subscriptions 
and also offer the possibility of making 
individual articles openly accessible 
(hybrid journals)

publishes in subscriptions journals

deposits a machine-readable e-copy of 
the published version/a final peer-
reviewed manuscript accepted for 
publication in institutional/subject-
based/Zenodo repository as soon as 
possible and at the latest on 
publication

ensures open access via the repository 
within six months of publication (12 
months for publications in the social 
sciences & humanities)

deposits as soon as possible and at 
the latest on publication, if an 
electronic version is available for free 
via the publisher
 





“Policies on OA to scientific research 
results should apply to all research that 
receives public funds. Such policies are 
expected to improve conditions for 
conducting research by reducing 
duplication of efforts and by minimising 
the time spent searching for information 
and accessing it. This will speed up 
scientific progress and make it easier to 
cooperate across and beyond the EU. 
Such policies will also respond to calls within 
the scientific community for greater access 
to scientific information.” http://bit.ly/Q3sDJ9 

http://bit.ly/Q3sDJ9


““Enabling societal actors to interact in the 
research cycle improves the quality, 
relevance, acceptability and sustainability 
of innovation outcomes by integrating 
society’s expectations, needs, interests 
and values. Open access is a key feature of 
Member States’ policies for responsible 
research and innovation by making the 
results of research available to all and by 
facilitating societal engagement.”.” 
http://bit.ly/Q3sDJ9 

Why?

http://bit.ly/Q3sDJ9


“Businesses will also benefit from wider 
access to scientific research results. Small 
and medium-sized enterprises in particular will 
improve their capacity to innovate. Policies on 
access to scientific information should 
therefore also facilitate access to scientific 
information for private companies...” 
http://bit.ly/Q3sDJ9

Why? (2)

http://bit.ly/Q3sDJ9


OA and economic growth

Over 80% of the private sector is classified 
as SMEs in Europe and they play a key role 
in innovation.

Quantifiable evidence to how much lack of 
OA costs SMEs: Houghton, J., Swan, A., and Brown, 
S. (2011) Access to research and technical information 
in Denmark http://eprints.ecs.soton.ac.uk/22603 

http://eprints.ecs.soton.ac.uk/22603


“Both access and access difficulties involve 
costs:

If around 60 minutes were characteristic for 
researchers (the average time spent trying to 
access the last research article they had difficulty 
accessing), then in the current environment the 
time spent dealing with research article access 
difficulties might be costing around DKK 540 
million (EUR 72 million) per year among specialist 
researchers in Denmark alone.”



“Access barriers and delays involve costs: 

It would have taken an average of 2.2 years 
longer to develop or introduce the new products 
or processes in the absence of contributing 
academic research. 

For new products, a 2.2 years delay would cost 
around DKK 36 million (EUR 4.8 million) per firm 
in lost sales, and for new processes it would cost 
around DKK 211 000 per firm.”



“Use of Open Access materials is widespread:

More than 50% used free institutional or subject 
repositories and Open Access journals monthly 
or more regularly,

and among researchers 72% reported using open 
institutional or subject repositories and 56% 
open access journals monthly or more regularly.”



“The Internet has fundamentally changed 
the world of science and research. For 
instance, research communities have 
been experimenting with new ways to 
register, certify, disseminate and preserve 
scientific publications. Research and 
funding policies need to adapt to this 
new environment. It should be 
recommended to Member States to 
adapt and develop their policies on OA 
to scientific publications.”
http://bit.ly/Q3sDJ9

http://bit.ly/Q3sDJ9


OA policies 
alignment







Questions?
Comments?



openaire.eu





zenodo.org





OA benefits for researchers

Distribution and usage
● Immediate access to your research output 
for everyone upon official publication

● More visibility and usage
● Immediate impact of your work
● Intensification of research through fast 
dissemination and use of research;

● Possibly a citation advantage as well 





OA benefits for researchers (2)

Plus:
● Monitoring of your research output
● Preservation of your research output by 
your library

● Keeping your rights instead of signing 
them away





Impact and 
metrics





impactstory.org













It has become more important where 
to publish than what to publish



The Journal Impact Factor (IF) is 
frequently used as the primary parameter 
with which to compare the scientific 
output of individuals and institutions. 

The IF, as calculated by Thomson 
Reuters, was originally created as a tool 
to help librarians identify journals to 
purchase, not as a measure of the 
scientific quality of research in an article. 

The IF has a number of well-documented 
deficiencies as a tool for research 
assessment. 





1. Do not use journal-based metrics, 
such as Journal Impact Factors, as a 
surrogate measure of the quality of 
individual research articles, to assess 
an individual scientist's contributions, or 
in hiring, promotion, or funding 
decisions.

The San Francisco Declaration on 
Research Assessment (DORA)

http://am.ascb.org/dora/ 

http://am.ascb.org/dora/




Funders and universities, too, have a 
role to play. They must tell the 
committees that decide on grants and 
positions not to judge papers by where 
they are published. It is the quality of 
the science, not the journal's brand, 
that matters. 

(How journals like Nature, Cell and 
Science are damaging science by     
Randy Schekman: 
http://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2013/dec/09/how-journals-nature-science-cell-damage-science 



“My personal belief is that we should be 
focusing on developing effective and 
diverse measures of the re-use of 
research outputs. By measuring use 
rather than merely prestige we can go much 
of the way of delivering on the so-called 
impact agenda, optimizing our use of public 
funds to generate outcomes but while 
retaining some say over the types of 
outcomes that are important and what time-
frames they are measured over.”
Cameron Neylon: Warning: Misusing the journal 
impact factor can damage your science! 
http://bit.ly/cbK2DK  

http://bit.ly/cbK2DK


re-use in research

re-use in education

re-use in public health

re-use in policy development &  enactment

re-use in industry

Cameron Neylon: (S)low impact research 
and the importance of open in maximising 
re-use



Questions?
Comments?



Copyright



Legal basis: Two 
options
1. Seek permission from publishers, and only 
distribute OA copies when succeed in obtaining 
it. 

2. Ask faculty to retain the right to provide OA 
on the university's terms (and grant the 
university non-exclusive permission to provide 
that OA), even if faculty transfer all their other 
rights to publishers. 



http://www.sherpa.ac.uk/romeo/ 

http://www.sherpa.ac.uk/romeo/


Practical guidance when 
submitting journal 
articles

In order to maximize the value of the research you 
produce in digital environment, it is important for 
you to take an active role in managing the 
copyrights to your work.

Copyright protection is automatic (at the moment 
the copyrighted work has been “fixed in a tangible 
medium,” such as when a written work has been 
saved on a computer's hard drive or printed).

(From SPARC Introduction to Copyright Resources:  
http://bit.ly/mRHQHT) 

http://bit.ly/mRHQHT


Practical guidance (2)

When you publish in a journal you are typically 
asked by the publisher to sign a copyright transfer 
agreement, or contract, that describes the 
assignment of various rights to the publisher. 

Assigning your rights matters.  

The copyright holder controls the work. 

Transferring copyright doesn’t have to be all or 
nothing.
(From Author Rights: Using the SPARC Author Addendum to 
secure your rights as the author of a journal article 
http://bit.ly/cezf0w) 

http://bit.ly/cezf0w


A balanced 
approach

Authors: Retain the rights you want. Use 
and develop your own work without 
restriction. Increase access for education 
and research. Receive proper attribution 
when your work is used. If you choose, 
deposit your work in an open online archive 
where it will be permanently and openly 
accessible. 
(From http://bit.ly/cezf0w) 

http://bit.ly/cezf0w


A balanced approach 
(2)

Publishers: Obtain a non-exclusive right to 
publish and distribute a work and receive 
a financial return. Receive proper 
attribution and citation as journal of first 
publication. Migrate the work to future 
formats and include it in collections. 
(From http://bit.ly/cezf0w) 

http://bit.ly/cezf0w


Securing your rights 

1. The SPARC Author's Addendum preserves rights 
for broader use of your research: 
http://scholars.sciencecommons.org 

2. If your research is funded by the donor with an 
open access mandate, the donor usually offers 
language that modifies a publisher's copyright 
agreement to give you the rights to follow donor's 
open access policy. 

(From SPARC Introduction to Copyright Resources: 
http://bit.ly/mRHQHT) 

http://scholars.sciencecommons.org/
http://bit.ly/mRHQHT






Creative 
Commons 
licences



creativecommons.org









https://creativecommons.org/choose/ 

https://creativecommons.org/choose/


Questions?
Comments?



What students can 
do
Use OA research (find and use OA journals 
and OA repositories in your field)

Share your work: Writing an article for a 
scholarly journal? Working on your thesis or 
dissertation? Are you the editor of a student 
journal? Gain more exposure of your work 
and ideas



What students can 
do (2)
Submit your research articles to OA journals, 
when there are appropriate OA journals in your 
field. 

Deposit your research output in an OA 
repository. 

When asked by a colleague to send a copy of 
one of your articles, self-archive the article 
instead (see above). (Peter Suber)



What students can 
do (3)
Ask journals to let you retain the rights 
you need to consent to OA.

Deposit your data files in an OA 
repositories along with the articles built 
on them. 

Negotiate with conventional journals of 
experimenting with OA. (Peter Suber)



What students can 
do (4)
Take action for OA on your campus 
(organize an event on campus, pass a 
resolution in your student government, or 
ask your student organization to support OA)

Show your support: Tell the word your want 
OA to research



Have you 
implemented 

any OA projects 
already?



How to get 
started





righttoresearch.org



How to Get Started
STEP ONE: Get Up To Date, Get 
Connected

STEP TWO: Get Your Organizations, 
Student Government, and Friends on 
Board 

STEP THREE: Educate on Campus



How to Get Started 
(2)

STEP FOUR: Advocate on Campus

STEP FIVE: Advocate Nationally



How to Get Started 
(3)
STEP SIX: Adopt Open Access 
Yourself 

When it comes time to publish your own 
work, make it openly accessible by 
either publishing in an OA journal or 
posting your article in OA repository.  



How to Get Started 
(4)
Doing so will not only help others by 
allowing them to read and build upon 
your work, but it will also help you.  

Many studies have shown a significant 
increase in citations (up to 600%) when 
an article is made openly available 
rather than locked behind a pay wall.



OA advocacy







Dr. Vilma Petrikaitė, President of 
Lithuanian Society of Young 
Researchers: “Openness has been 
included in our strategic plan as the 
most important value – as a framework 
for collaboration, creativity and 
development”

She and other young researchers now 
consider OA as a means to assure the 
quality of their research

Lithuania



The Lithuanian Society of Young 
Researchers is an active member of the 
national OA Working Group that also 
includes representatives from the 
Research Council of Lithuania, the 
Lithuanian Science Academy, the 
Lithuanian Research Library Consortium,  
the Research & Higher Education 
Monitoring & Analysis Center, Agency for 
Science, Innovation & Technology & 
major universities 

Lithuania (2)



Students for OA in 
Poland



Students for OA in 
Poland
Connecting students and leading OA 
advocates: Workshop „OA. Free 
admission to knowledge”: 

to prepare OA awareness raising 
campaign and 

to develop strategies and tools for 
opening research output and educational 
materials at their universities 



Students for OA in 
Poland (2)
OA Campaign 
calling students to 
advocate for OA: 
“OA. You can do it 
better than 
hamster”



Open Science 
Library



“I will publish the results of my PhD 
related research in an OA repository 
so that everyone can benefit from it.’’ 

Comment of a PhD student at the 
University of Belgrade in a 
questionnaire after one of the 
workshops where OA was presented 
and explained

Serbia



My thesis is in OA, 
what about yours?



A team of students demonstrated OA IR 
to 19 Chairmen of departments at Jomo 
Kenyatta University of Agriculture and 
Technology

OA IR became a part of the University 
performance contract for the year 2012-
2013 thereby ensuring that there is a 
commitment to achieving the stated 
goals 

Kenya 



The University of Nairobi OA Policy 
[approved in December 2012 by the 
Senate members, who supported it 
overwhelmingly, and signed by the Vice 
Chancellor] was a result of collaboration 
between the Medical Students 
Association of Kenya (MSAKE), the 
University of Nairobi Library and the 
office of DVC Research, Production and 
Extension of the University of Nairobi  

Kenya (2)



“OA policy, policies on IP and 
plagiarism have a positive 
impact on the capacity and 
visibility of the University of 
Nairobi research agenda”
http://ow.ly/lRKpa

University of Nairobi

http://ow.ly/lRKpa


Sharing http://xkcd.com/1228/ 

http://xkcd.com/1228/


Funding 
opportunities



What would 
you like to do?



Thank you!

Questions?

iryna.kuchma@eifl.net 

http://www.fosteropenscience.eu/ 

http://www.fosteropenscience.eu/
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